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National Zoological Park Conducts Second “Sunday Spider and Insect
Walk @ NZP” and Tenth Bird Walk — Strengthening Citizen Science and
Biodiversity Conservation

New Delhi, 16 August 2026: The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi,
successfully conducted its second “Sunday Spider and Insect Walk @ NZP” along with
the tenth Sunday Bird Walk, as part of its ongoing Citizen Science Initiative aimed at
encouraging public participation in biodiversity documentation, monitoring and
conservation awareness.

The Spider and Insect Walk was conducted on 16 August 2026 from 7:00 AM to 10:00
AM under the expert guidance of naturalist and wildlife photographer Sh. Ashir
Kumar, while the Bird Walk was conducted under the guidance of ornithology expert
Dr. Parvez Khan. The initiative received an enthusiastic response from nature
enthusiasts, students, wildlife photographers, biodiversity researchers, NZP interns
and volunteers, and citizens interested in nature and conservation. A total of 29
participants took part in the walks.

The programme was attended by the Director, National Zoological Park, zoo officials,
interns, volunteers and resource experts, who guided and supported the participants
throughout the activities.

During the walks, participants documented 44 bird species, 8 spider species and 16
insect species, with observations of more than 1,500 individual birds, spiders and
insects across the zoo premises. The initiative provided participants with an
opportunity to explore and document the diversity of spiders, insects and birds within
the zoo landscape while learning scientific methods of observation, species
identification and biodiversity data recording.

A particularly noteworthy observation was the presence of more than 80 Painted
Storks, which arrived at NZP during the last week and have begun nesting on trees in
and around the pond. Their arrival and nesting are an encouraging indication of the
ecological value of the zoo’s wetland and tree habitats and provide an important
opportunity for visitors, interns, volunteers and citizen scientists to observe and
understand natural bird behaviour and breeding ecology.

Notable spider species recorded during the walk included Neoscona orb-weaver
spider, Two-striped Jumping Spider, Heavy-bodied Jumping Spider, Lynx Spider,
Thyene Jumping Spider, Thin-legged Wolf Spider, Grey Wall Jumping Spider and
Pantropical Jumping Spider.

Among the insects documented were ladybird beetle nymph, Blue-tailed Damselfly,
Scarlet Skimmer Dragonfly, Horned Treehopper, Leafthopper, Carpenter Ant, Slender
Ant, Ghost Ant, Lacewing eggs, Yellow-spotted Millipede, Isopod, Blue-banded Bee,
Grass Blue Butterfly, Paper Wasp, Stink Bug and Katydid.



Addressing the participants, Sh. Ashir Kumar shared valuable insights into the
ecology, behaviour and ecological significance of spiders and insects. He highlighted
their important roles in maintaining ecological balance as natural pest controllers,
pollinators, decomposers and vital components of healthy ecosystems. The
programme also enabled participants to strengthen their species-identification skills
and develop a deeper appreciation of biodiversity and conservation.

The active participation of NZP interns and volunteers added an important dimension
to the programme by supporting field observations, biodiversity documentation,
participant engagement and awareness activities. Their involvement reflects NZP’s
efforts to provide young learners, volunteers and nature enthusiasts with meaningful
opportunities for hands-on learning and participation in conservation initiatives.

The event concluded with an interactive discussion and feedback session, followed by
a group photograph of the participants, experts and zoo officials. Through such Citizen
Science Initiatives, the National Zoological Park aims to foster environmental
stewardship, promote public engagement in biodiversity conservation, strengthen
biodiversity documentation and generate valuable ecological records through
community participation.

Participation in each Sunday nature walk is limited to 20—25 participants to ensure a
meaningful and quality learning experience. Prior registration is mandatory and is
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Interested participants may register
through the designated Google Form, which remains open from Monday to Friday
each week. The registration link is available on the official website of the National
Zoological Park, New Delhi (www.nzpnewdelhi.gov in), and through the “NZP Sathi”
mobile application.

The next nature walks — “Sunday Tree Walk” and “Sunday Bird Walk” — are scheduled
to be held on Sunday, 23 August 2026.
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