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National Zoological Park, New Delhi Observes World Elephant Day with
Educational, Awareness and Staff Engagement Programmes:

New Delhi, 12 August 2026: The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi,
observed World Elephant Day 2026 on Wednesday, 12 August 2026, through a series
of educational, awareness and engagement activities aimed at sensitising visitors,
students and zoo staff about elephant conservation, welfare and the ecological
significance of elephants.

The programme was organised to enhance public awareness about elephants and
highlight their vital role in maintaining ecological balance. A range of activities was
conducted at the elephant enclosure and at the entry and exit areas of the Zoo.

As part of the celebrations, visiting school students participated in interactive
discussions on elephant-related facts and the significance of World Elephant Day. A
Zoo Walk to the elephant enclosure was also organised, providing students and visitors
an opportunity to learn about elephant habitats and their important role in
ecosystems.

A special enrichment feast for the elephants was organised at the elephant enclosure
at 11:20 AM, providing an opportunity for visiting students, Zoo visitors and staff to
observe the activity. The programme at the elephant enclosure concluded with the
singing of “Vande Mataram.”

A special interaction was also held with elephant keepers, mahouts and other animal-
care workers, recognising their dedicated and sustained efforts in the care,
management and welfare of the Zoo’s elephants. The contribution of these frontline
workers was acknowledged as an integral part of ensuring the health, well-being and
enrichment of the elephants.

The Director, National Zoological Park, interacted with visitors and Zoo staff during
the programme and discussed the significance of elephant conservation, the
challenges and issues associated with elephant conservation and welfare, and the
importance of collective efforts towards protecting elephants and their natural
habitats.

On the occasion, the Director emphasised that elephant conservation is not limited to
protecting the species alone, but also involves safeguarding their habitats, ensuring
animal welfare, promoting scientific management and creating greater public
awareness and participation. The Director called upon visitors, students and staff to
become ambassadors for wildlife conservation and contribute towards building a
stronger culture of respect and coexistence with wildlife.

The awareness programme continued at the Zoo exit, where volunteers and interns
engaged visitors through doodle activities and public-awareness talks focusing on
elephants, their conservation and the importance of protecting their natural habitats.



The celebrations provided an engaging platform for students, visitors and Zoo staff to
learn about elephants, their habitats and ecological significance, while recognising the
important contribution of animal-care personnel and encouraging greater public
participation in elephant conservation and wildlife protection.

The National Zoological Park, New Delhi remains committed to wildlife conservation,
environmental education, animal welfare and public awareness, and to creating
meaningful opportunities for visitors and students to develop a deeper understanding
and appreciation of wildlife and its role in nature.

Elephants at the National Zoological Park:

At present, the National Zoological Park houses two Asian Elephants (Elephas
maximus), namely “Heera Gaj” and “Raj Laxhmi,” both approximately 48 years
old. The Zoo continues to provide them with appropriate care, nutrition, enrichment
and veterinary support as part of its commitment to animal welfare and wildlife
conservation.
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