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National Zoological Park, New Delhi Observes World Lion Day with Educational and Awareness
Programmes

New Delhi, 10 August 2026: The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi, observed World Lion Day
on 10 August 2026 by organising a series of educational, awareness and interactive programmes aimed
at enhancing public understanding of lion conservation, highlighting the ecological significance of the
species, and inspiring visitors and children to contribute towards wildlife and biodiversity conservation.

As part of the observance, a Doodle Activity and Public Awareness Talk was organised from 11:30 AM
to 4:30 PM at the Zoo exit gate. Zoo volunteers engaged visitors through creative activities and
informative interactions focusing on lions, their ecological importance, conservation status, and the
challenges faced by wild lion populations.

A Lion-Mask Making Activity was organised from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Education Centre for
visiting school students. A group of 20 students from Ultimate Karate Academy, Kaul, Kaithal, Haryana,
participated in the activity and also undertook a zoo walk. The programme provided the children with
an engaging and interactive learning experience while fostering appreciation for wildlife and
strengthening their understanding of the importance of species conservation.

A Quiz for Visitors was conducted from 2:30 PM to 3:00 PM, covering various aspects of lions, including
their behaviour, habitat, ecological role and conservation. The activity provided an engaging platform
for visitors, particularly young participants, to enhance their knowledge and understanding of wildlife.

The programme concluded with a Special Keepers’ Talk on Lions, organised from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM
at the Lion Enclosures. Zoo keepers and MTS staff interacted with visitors and shared information about
the behaviour, feeding habits, daily care and management of lions at the National Zoological Park. The
interaction also highlighted the importance of scientific animal management, individual care and the
institutional efforts undertaken towards wildlife conservation.

The World Lion Day observance witnessed enthusiastic participation from visitors and school children.
The activities provided an effective platform for disseminating information on lion conservation and
creating greater awareness about the importance of protecting wildlife, conserving natural habitats and
maintaining ecological balance.

Lions at the National Zoological Park:

At present, the National Zoological Park, New Delhi, has six adult lions in its collection, comprising
three males—Sundram, Maheshwar and Kartik—and three females—Mahagauri, Shailja and Karni.

In addition, three cubs were born to lioness Mahagauri on 77 July 2026. All three cubs are active and
appear healthy. The mother, Mahagauri, is adequately nursing and caring for the cubs. The health and
well-being of the lioness and her cubs are being closely monitored through CCTV surveillance by the
Zoo’s veterinary and animal care teams.
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