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National Zoological Park Conducts Second Edition of ‘Sunday Butterfly
and Dragonfly Walk @ NZP’ and Ninth Edition of ‘Sunday Bird Walk @
NZP’ Under Citizen Science Initiative

New Delhi, 9 August 2026: The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi,
conducted the second edition of its citizen science initiative, ‘Sunday Butterfly and
Dragonfly Walk @ NZP’, along with the ninth edition of ‘Sunday Bird Walk @ NZP’,
on 9 August 2026. The initiative aims to promote public participation in biodiversity
monitoring, documentation of birds, butterflies and dragonflies, and awareness about
wildlife conservation. The walks were conducted from 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM under the
expert guidance of Dr. Asani Bhaduri, Assistant Professor, Cluster Innovation Centre,
University of Delhi, and Sh. C.B. Maurya, butterfly and dragonfly expert, along with
dedicated volunteers.

The programme received an enthusiastic response from bird and butterfly enthusiasts,
nature lovers, students, wildlife photographers, and citizens interested in biodiversity
conservation. A total of 36 participants registered and took part in the walks, with all
registered participants actively engaging in the programme. The event was attended
by the Joint Director, National Zoological Park, zoo officials, and the resource experts,
who guided and interacted with the participants throughout the activity.

During the walk, participants documented 43 bird species, 12 butterfly species, 6
dragonfly species, and 3 damselfly species, recording observations of more than 500
individual butterflies, dragonflies, and damselflies across the zoo premises. The
initiative has been conceived as a citizen science platform that encourages participants
to contribute to documenting insect diversity within the zoo landscape while learning
scientific methods of observation, identification, and biodiversity data recording.

Notable butterfly species recorded during the walk included Plain Tiger, Striped Tiger,
Common Grass Yellow, Lemon Emigrant, Pale Grass Blue, Lime Swallowtail, Yellow
Orange Tip, Common Mormon, Small Branded Swift, Common Evening Brown,
Lemon Castor, and Common Palm Bob. Dragonfly species recorded included Crimson
Tail, Common Clubtail, Ruddy Marsh Skimmer, Wandering Glider, Green Marsh
Hawk, and Granite Ghost, while the damselfly species documented were Golden
Dartlet, Pygmy Dartlet, and Coromandel Marsh Dart.

Addressing the participants, Dr. Asani Bhaduri and Sh. C.B. Maurya shared valuable
insights into the ecology, behaviour, and conservation of birds, butterflies, and
dragonflies. They highlighted the vital ecological roles of these species as pollinators,
natural pest controllers, and indicators of ecosystem health. The programme provided
participants with a unique opportunity to connect with nature, enhance their species-
identification skills, and develop a deeper appreciation for biodiversity and its
conservation.

The event concluded with an interactive discussion, a feedback session, singing of
Vande Mataram and a group photograph of the participants, experts, and zoo officials.
Through this initiative, the National Zoological Park aims to foster environmental



stewardship among citizens while generating valuable biodiversity records through
community participation.

Participation in each Sunday walk is limited to 20—25 participants to ensure a quality
learning experience. Registration for all Sunday nature walks is mandatory and is
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Interested participants may register
through the designated Google Form, which remains open from Monday to Friday
each week. The registration link is available on the official website of the National
Zoological Park, New Delhi, and through the "NZP Sathi" mobile application.

Selected participants are required to report at the entrance of the National Zoological
Park as per the reporting time communicated for their respective walk. The Sunday
nature walks are conducted every Sunday from 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM, depending on
the scheduled activity. The next nature walks — “Sunday Insect and Spider Walk” and
“Sunday Bird Walk”— are scheduled to be held on Sunday, 16.08.2026.



