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National Zoological Park Organises its First “Sunday Reptiles,
Amphibians & Mollusc Walk @ NZP” Along with the Regular Sunday Bird
Walk:

New Delhi, 02 August 2026: The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi,
successfully organised its first-ever "Sunday Reptiles, Amphibians & Mollusc Walk @
NZP" on 02 August 2026 from 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM as part of its ongoing citizen
science and biodiversity documentation initiative. The walk was conducted under the
expert guidance of Dr. Surya Prakash, who introduced participants to the remarkable
diversity and ecological significance of reptiles, amphibians and molluscs inhabiting
the zoo campus.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation from nature enthusiasts,
students, wildlife photographers, biodiversity researchers and volunteers. Participants
explored a variety of habitats across the zoo while learning scientific methods of
observing, identifying and documenting species in the field.

During the walk, participants recorded five species: Slug, Garden Lizard, House Gecko,
Monitor Lizard, and Soft-shelled Turtle. Dr. Surya Prakash explained the ecological
roles, behavioural adaptations and conservation importance of these species, while
emphasising the need to conserve urban biodiversity and maintain healthy
ecosystems.

On the same day, the National Zoological Park also conducted its regular "Sunday Bird
Walk @ NZP" under the expert guidance of Shri Vijay Madan. Participants
documented 42 bird species, highlighting the rich avifaunal diversity of the zoo
campus. The species recorded included: Indian Spot-billed Duck, Indian Peafowl, Grey
Francolin, Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon), Eurasian Collared-Dove, Yellow-footed Green-
Pigeon, Asian Koel, White-breasted Waterhen, Red-wattled Lapwing, Painted Stork,
Little Cormorant, Red-naped Ibis (Indian Black Ibis), Black-crowned Night Heron,
Little Egret, Indian Pond-Heron, Eastern Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Intermediate Egret
(Medium Egret), Great White Pelican (Rosy Pelican), Black Kite, Indian Grey Hornbill,
White-throated Kingfisher, Coppersmith Barbet, Brown-headed Barbet, Black-
rumped Flameback (Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker), Alexandrine Parakeet,
Rose-ringed Parakeet, Rufous Treepie, House Crow, Large-billed Crow (Indian Jungle
Crow), Common Tailorbird, Ashy Prinia, Wire-tailed Swallow, Red-whiskered Bulbul,
Red-vented Bulbul, Indian White-eye (Oriental White-eye), Jungle Babbler, Indian
Pied Starling (Pied Myna), Brahminy Starling, Common Myna, Oriental Magpie-
Robin and Purple Sunbird.

Addressing the participants, Dr. Sanjeet Kumar, Director, National Zoological Park,
highlighted that these nature walks provide valuable opportunities to strengthen field
identification skills, contribute to biodiversity documentation and foster a deeper
appreciation for wildlife conservation. The programme concluded with an interactive
discussion, participant feedback session and a group photograph with the experts and
zoo officials.



Continuing its citizen science and environmental awareness initiatives, the National
Zoological Park will organise the second edition of the "Sunday Butterfly & Dragonfly
Walk @ NZP" on Sunday, 09 August 2026, from 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM, alongside the
regular "Sunday Bird Walk @ NZP." These programmes are designed to provide
participants with hands-on opportunities to explore, observe and document the rich
diversity of flora and fauna within the zoo campus, while promoting citizen science
and appreciation for urban biodiversity.

Registration for all nature walks is mandatory and open to individuals 18 years of age
and above on a first-come, first-served basis. Interested participants may register
through the designated Google Form, which remains open from Monday to Friday
each week. The registration link is available on the official website of the National
Zoological Park, New Delhi, and through the "NZP Sathi" mobile application.

Selected participants are required to report at the entrance of the National Zoological
Park at the designated reporting time communicated for their respective activity. All
nature walks are conducted as per the scheduled programme timings and provide
guided opportunities to observe, document and learn about the diverse flora and fauna
of the National Zoological Park.



