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National Zoological Park Organises its First "Moth Watch @ NZP" to Promote Nocturnal
Biodiversity Awareness:

New Delhi, 25 July 2026: National Zoological Park (Delhi Zoo) successfully organised its first-ever
"Moth Watch @ NZP" on the evening of 25 July 2026 from 7:00 PM to 09:00 PM, providing participants
with a unique opportunity to explore the fascinating world of moths, fireflies and other nocturnal insects
through a citizen science initiative. The programme was organised as part of the zoo's continuing efforts to
promote biodiversity conservation, environmental education and public engagement with lesser-known
wildlife. The event brought together nature enthusiasts, students, researchers, photographers, volunteers and
wildlife lovers to observe and document the rich diversity of moths inhabiting the National Zoological Park.

Using specially installed illuminated white sheets and UV light sources, participants observed and
photographed a variety of moths attracted during the night. Experts introduced participants to the ecological
significance of moths as important pollinators, prey for numerous wildlife species and valuable indicators of
ecosystem health. The programme also highlighted the remarkable diversity, adaptations and life cycles of
these often-overlooked insects.

The Moth Watch was conducted under the guidance of Sh. Nikhil John, Biodiversity experts and naturalists
from World Wildlife Fund (India), who demonstrated ethical observation techniques, species documentation
and the use of digital platforms for citizen science. Participants were encouraged to photograph and upload
their observations to biodiversity databases, thereby contributing valuable records for scientific
documentation and conservation. The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation from students,
interns, volunteers, photographers and citizens, reflecting the growing interest in urban biodiversity and
nature-based learning. The event also provided an opportunity for participants to appreciate the rich
nocturnal biodiversity that thrives within the National Zoological Park after visiting hours.

Speaking on the occasion, the Director, National Zoological Park, stated that while birds and large mammals
often receive greater attention, insects such as moths play indispensable ecological roles in pollination,
nutrient cycling and sustaining food webs. He emphasized that citizen science programmes like Moth Watch
@ NZP help foster scientific curiosity, strengthen public participation in biodiversity conservation and
encourage appreciation of the hidden diversity of urban ecosystems.

As part of its expanding citizen science and environmental awareness initiatives, the National Zoological Park
will organize a "Reptile, Amphibians and Mollusc Walk @ NZP" on Sunday, 02 August 2026, from 7:30 AM
to 10:00 AM, in addition to the regular "Sunday Bird Walk @ NZP." These programmes are designed to
provide participants with opportunities to explore and document the rich diversity of reptiles, amphibians,
and molluscs within the zoo campus while promoting appreciation for urban biodiversity and citizen science.

Registration for all nature walks is mandatory and is open to individuals 18 years of age and above on a first-
come, first-served basis. Interested participants may register through the designated Google Form, which
remains open from Monday to Friday each week. The registration link is available on the official website of
the National Zoological Park, New Delhi, and through the "NZP Sathi" mobile application.

Selected participants are required to report at the entrance of the National Zoological Park at the reporting
time communicated for their respective activity. Nature walks are conducted as per the scheduled programme
timings, providing participants with guided opportunities to observe, document, and learn about the diverse
flora and fauna of the National Zoological Park. The successful organisation of the first Moth Watch @ NZP
marks another important milestone in the zoo's expanding series of citizen science programmes, which
include Bird Walks, Spider & Insect Walks and Butterfly and Dragonfly Walks. The National Zoological Park
remains committed to promoting conservation awareness through immersive educational experiences that
connect visitors with nature and inspire stewardship of India's rich biodiversity.
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