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National Zoological Park Celebrates World Snake Day 2026 with Awareness,
Capacity Building and Enhanced Snake Conservation Initiatives:

New Delhi, 16 July 2026: National Zoological Park (Delhi Zoo) celebrated World Snake Day 2026
through a series of educational, awareness and capacity-building programmes to promote snake
conservation, scientific reptile management and public appreciation of these ecologically
important reptiles.

The celebrations commenced with an Expert Talk on snake biology, conservation and safe
handling for permanent zoo staff. A hands-on training programme on reptile management was
also organized for Assistant Keepers, Multi-Tasking Staff (MTS) and reptile keeping personnel,
focusing on scientific husbandry, welfare-oriented management and safe handling practices.

The programme was conducted in collaboration with Wildlife SOS, New Delhi, whose experts
shared practical knowledge and demonstrated best practices in reptile care and management. To
engage visitors, the zoo organized a Snake-themed Doodle Activity for children and a Quiz
Competition highlighting the ecological importance of snakes, their role in maintaining ecosystem
balance and the need for their conservation. The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from
nearly 50 zoo staff members, 20 interns, 2 volunteers and around 900 visitors, reflecting
increasing public interest in wildlife conservation and environmental education.

The National Zoological Park currently houses 6 species of snakes, comprising 26 adult
individuals and 3 hatchlings, maintained in scientifically managed enclosures with a strong
emphasis on animal welfare, conservation and visitor education. Over the past year, the zoo has
undertaken several initiatives to improve the husbandry and well-being of snakes. These include:

- Installation of UV lighting systems.

- Provision of temperature and humidity monitoring equipment.
- Environmental enrichment measures in the Reptile House.

- Introduction of coco peat bedding for improved welfare.

- Artificial incubation of snake eggs using scientific protocols.

These interventions have yielded encouraging conservation outcomes, including the successful
hatching of three Indian Cobra hatchlings, while Rat Snake eggs are presently under artificial
incubation.

As part of the forthcoming Modernization Plan of the National Zoological Park, the existing
Reptile House is proposed to be upgraded into a modern, immersive facility equipped with
advanced thermoregulatory systems, improved environmental controls and enhanced visitor
interpretation facilities. The plan also envisages the acquisition of additional reptile species with
a continued focus on animal welfare, conservation breeding, research, education and an enriched
visitor experience.

Speaking on the occasion, the Director, National Zoological Park, emphasized that snakes are
indispensable components of natural ecosystems, playing a vital role in controlling rodent
populations and maintaining ecological balance. He reiterated the zoo's commitment to scientific
animal management, conservation breeding, wildlife education and creating greater public
awareness about the importance of protecting reptiles and their habitats.
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