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Birth of Three Asiatic Lion Cubs at National Zoological Park, New Delhi

The National Zoological Park (NZP), New Delhi, is delighted to announce the birth of
three Asiatic lion (Panthera leo leo) cubs on 07 July 2026. The cubs were born to
the breeding pair Mahagauri (female) and Maheshwar (male), whose pairing has
once again been successful this year.

Earlier, on 27 April 2025, Maheshwar and Mahagauri had produced two healthy
cubs, a male named Kartik and a female named Karni, both of whom are growing
well at the National Zoological Park. The repeated breeding success of this pair is a
significant achievement in the Park's conservation breeding programme for the
endangered Asiatic lion.

The lioness and her three newborn cubs are presently housed in a secure maternity
enclosure, where they are being provided with a calm and undisturbed environment
essential for the early stages of development. The cubs remain under the constant
care of their mother and are being closely monitored by the zoo's veterinary and
animal care teams through CCTV surveillance system.

The National Zoological Park currently houses six Asiatic lions, comprising three

males—Sundaram, Maheshwar, and Kartik—and three females—Mahagauri, Shailja,
and Karni.
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